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RAMBLINGSRAMBLINGSRAMBLINGSRAMBLINGS    

By Whit McMillan  

BIRTHSTONE OF THE BIRTHSTONE OF THE BIRTHSTONE OF THE BIRTHSTONE OF THE 

MONTHMONTHMONTHMONTH    

By Will Postell - “Rock Reporter” 

It’s SILENT AUCTION Time!!  Come see what new items will be up for bid.  There 
will be a few surprises. 

 

    We meet Thursday, May 13 at the Ashley River Fire Department on Dorchester Rd. in North Charleston.  
Fellowship and refreshment begins at 6:30 P.M. followed by a short business meeting at 7:00 P.M.  The 
Last Minute Preparations program follows the business meeting.  See you there!! 

 

 
 
 

E 
merald (Be3(Al,Cr,V)2Si6018), a beryllium aluminum 
silicate, attributes its elegant deep clear velvety-

green color to trace amounts (parts per million) of chro-
mium (Cr), vanadium (V), or iron (Fe).  The green of the 
emerald represents rebirth of the seasons and of life, 
strength, and inner bliss.  The emerald takes its name 
from its Greek word for color, “smoragdos,” meaning 
“green stone.”  Because emeralds can be extremely frag-
ile and brittle in combination with internal stress and 
sensitivity to pressure, care must be taken in heat-
treating them.  In antiquity, they were cut into cabochon 
form either round or oval shape.  This smooth treat-
ment, which gives the stone polish rather than glitter, 
was succeeded by the so-called emerald cut, a rectangu-
lar shape with sharp angles or truncated sides.  The em-
erald cut is now usually reserved for stones of excep-
tional transparency. 
    Colombia is the foremost producer of emeralds in the 
world.  Muzo, above all, is the most famous of Colombia’s 
emerald mines.  The Muzo region has produced quality 
stones of matchless beauty for more than 1,000 years.  
Emeralds occur as six-sided (hexagonal) prismatic crys-
tals found in acidic igneous rocks like granite, but also 
larger crystals form in pegmatites and in mica schists.  

see Birthstone (Continued on page 3, column 2) 

W 
ell, another club show has come and gone.  
Thanks to everyone that volunteers to help us 

make it a success, which is almost all of our members.  A 
particular thanks to Karen Havenstein, our show chair-
person.   The SFMS meeting also went very well and a 
special thanks to Mark Easterbrook and Katie Huemmer 
for making that happen.  I’m always impressed by the 
amount of work that gets done to put this show on.  I 
heard, again, from many dealers that the dinner is the 
best one around!  Our show isn’t the biggest, but several 
dealers mentioned that they enjoy it more than any oth-
ers because of the club member’s hospitality.  I cer-
tainly look forward to it every year myself.  It seems as 
though we did a little better than last year in terms of 
money, as well.  We had a lot of kids that were pleased 
by their geodes and grab bags.  The demonstration area 
was always busy with a lot of questions and potential 
new club members.  I know this show is a lot of work, 
but I think we really present our hobby well and spark a 
lot of interest among the folks that visit with us.  On 
another note, I know all of you will join me in wishing 
Charles Richmond the best and a quick recovery.  
Thanks again everyone for a show we can be proud of!  
 
Whit 
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2010 WILLIAM HOLLAND WORKSHOP DATES 
 

June 13-19;  October 10-16 

 

2010 WILDACRES WORKSHOP DATES 
 

August 23-29; September 13-19 
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SOUTHEAST FEDERATION NEWSSOUTHEAST FEDERATION NEWSSOUTHEAST FEDERATION NEWSSOUTHEAST FEDERATION NEWS 

Edited By Mark Easterbrook 

Missed April Birthdays 
 

  5  Taylor Gilbert 

14  Dane Rudd 

23  Trish Graf Warren 

    The May 2010 SFMS Lodestar has in-
formation that is highlighted here…  SFMS 
President Mark Easterbrook (yours truly) 
discusses the Spring Executive Board 
Meeting in Charleston…  There is an article 

by Diane Mason of the Charlotte Gem & Mineral Society 
on the history of wire wrap jewelry…  Lodestar Editor 
Carl Talbott has an article on Rockhounding in our Na-
tional Forests…  Bonita Harris has a Youth Resources 
Report discussing juniors stay involved in various society 
activities…  Youth Federation Workshop Scholarships 
2010 winners are announced…  A knowledgeable stamp 
collector with experience in on-line EBay auctions is 
wanted…  Safety Chair Don Monroe welcomes Linda Behr 
to the Safety Committee and their article on ticks…  
Danny Griffin has a workshop update discussing atten-
dance…  Well, that is all I have for now.  Please see the 
SFMS website for more information at http://
www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html...  Mark 

    Last month we did our final preparations for the 
show, stuffing grab bags.  We stuffed over 200 grab 
bags.  There was a lot of help from the members working 
together in assembly-line fashion.  Everyone had a lot of 
fun.  Thanks to all who helped with the final prepara-
tions. 

    

REGIONAL CLUB SHOW INFORMATIONREGIONAL CLUB SHOW INFORMATIONREGIONAL CLUB SHOW INFORMATIONREGIONAL CLUB SHOW INFORMATION 
 
 

June 5 & 6, 2010, Birmingham, AL – Alabama Mineral & 
Lapidary Society 37th Annual Tannehill Gem, Mineral, Fos-
sil,& Jewelry Show.  Location:  Tannehill Ironworks His-
torical State Park.  For information contact Gene Black-
erby at (205) 807-6777 or gene@lapidaryclub.com. 
 

June 5 & 6, 2010, Marion, KY – Ben E. Clement Mineral 
Museum 5th Annual Ben E. Clement Gem, Mineral, Fossil, & 

Jewelry Show.  Contact 270-965-4263 or 
www.clementmineralmuseum.org for more informa-
tion. 
 

August 13-15, 2010, Gulfport, MS - Harrison County 
Gem & Mineral Society. 35th Annual Harrison County Gem 
&Mineral Show.  Location: West Harrison Community Cen-
ter.  Contact: Tomsey Westermeyer - Show/Dealer chair-
man at: 228-586-5279 or e-mail at: 
tomsey@cableone.net. 
 

September 10-12, 2010, Winston-Salem, NC - For-
syth Gem & Mineral Club 39th Annual Gem & Mineral 
Show.  Location: Educational Bldg, Dixie Classic Fair-
grounds.  Contact W.A. Marion at mariona1@yadtel.net. 

PREVIOUS MEETING REVIEWPREVIOUS MEETING REVIEWPREVIOUS MEETING REVIEWPREVIOUS MEETING REVIEW    

By Mark Easterbrook 

    Here are some highlights of the lat-
est news of the American Federation 
(AFMS) from the May 2010 AFMS 
Newsletter…  AFMS President Emerson 
Tucker discusses his visit to the Eastern 

Federation Regional Convention…  There is an article on 
welcoming new members into your club…   
There is a safety message on overdoing it in the Spring...  
There is an article on the AFMS Inter-
Regional Field Trip Ad Hoc Committee…  
There is a Junior Activities article on how 
to attract kids to your society…  The 
AFMS Newsletter also has an article on 
lapis lazuli…  There are more AFMS Rockhounds of the 
Year announced…  There is an all federation field trip to 
the Blue Forest area in Wyoming… AFMS Endowment 
Fund representative Carolyn Weinberger has an article 
on the Endowment Fund prizes to be won…  There is an 
update on the AFMS Convention is the weekend of June 
18-20, 2010 in Whittier, California…  Read the AFMS 
Newsletter on their website at www.amfed.org…  Mark 

AMERICAN FEDERATION NEWSAMERICAN FEDERATION NEWSAMERICAN FEDERATION NEWSAMERICAN FEDERATION NEWS 

Edited By Mark Easterbrook 

May Birthdays 
 

  3  Jo Fee 

  7  Wayne Howard 

  9  Jerry Weise 

11  Barbara Brenneman 

21  Archie Muckenfuss 

Owner
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Owner
Rectangle

Owner
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APRIL MEETING MINUTES APRIL MEETING MINUTES APRIL MEETING MINUTES APRIL MEETING MINUTES  

By Secretary Larry Moss 

    The April 8, 2010 meeting of the Lowcoun-
try Gem & Mineral Society was called to or-
der by Vice President John Fee at 7:05 P.M 
at the Ashley River Fire Department class-

room.  The Opening Prayer was led by Larry Moss…  The 
Pledge of Allegiance was led By John Fee…  We welcomed 
a new member, Michael Ammons…  The Treasurer’s re-
port read by Carol Pierce…  The motion was made and 
seconded to accept the report as read.  A motion was 
made by Sarah McNay to approve the March 2010 min-
utes as published in the Bulletin.  Walt McNay seconded 
and the motion was approved. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Sunshine - Sarah McNay reported that President Whit 
McMillan was home sick. 
Hospitality - Sarah McNay announced that Anne Turner 
will be back in time for the Annual Show.  The Dealer 
Dinner is at 6:00 PM Friday, April 30, 2010.  The club will 
provide shrimp, barbeque pork, and fried chicken.  Every-
one needs to bring salads, desserts, and side dishes.  She 
also thanked everyone who brought refreshments for 
the evening’s program. 
Program: - This month’s program was stuffing grab bags 
for the show.  Next month’s program is the silent auc-
tion. 
Show: The club needs demonstrators.  Sign up with Walt 
McNay.  300 beaded bracelets will be available for sale 
at the registration table sign-up sheet for the Geode 
Dig/Fossil Dig is being passed around.  There will be 18 
dealers at the show.  On April 26, Yvonne Gillis will be 
interviewed on a local television station at 9:30 A.M. in 
Mount Pleasant. 
Field Trip: 1) There is a Dixie Mineral Council Field Trip 
to Hogg Mine near La Grange Georgia scheduled for April 
17, 2010.  2)  The semi-annual Graves Mountain Rock 
Swap is scheduled for April 23-25, 2010.  Check the fol-
lowing web site for details: http://www.amfed.org/sfms/
rock-swaps.html.  3)  There is a field trip to Standard 
Minerals Quarry in Glendon, NC on May 15, 2010.  Pre-
registration is required.  4)  There is a field trip to 
Thermal City Gold Mine in Union Mills, NC on May 8, 
2010.  $5.00 fee for all day. 
 
Old Business: 1) The club participated in The Charles-
ton's child fair on March 14, 2010 between 9:OO A.M. 
and 5:00 P.M.  Katie Infinger was in charge of our club's 
participation in the event.  Member’s donated polished 
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rocks were given away at the event.   
New Business: There was no new business 
 
The business meeting was adjourned at 7:20 P.M. 

It has a hardness of 7.5 to 8 on the Mohs Scale of Hard-
ness and is about three times as heavy as water.  Inclu-
sions are common flaws in emeralds, but they do not al-
ways reduce quality and value.  A fine-colored highly 
prized deep green emerald may be of greater value than a 
diamond of comparable size.  The largest single crystal of 
gem-quality emerald, weighing 7,025 carats was found in 
Colombia.  The Smithsonian Institute has some beautiful 
emerald necklaces, rings, broaches, and faceted stones for 
viewing. 
    In 1993, a team of professional divers twelve miles off 
the Florida Coast in deep water discovered three Spanish 
ships dating back to the Colonial period.  They brought up 
a load of incalculable wealth, including a skull cut from 
emerald rock crystal, 25,000 carats of cut emeralds, an-
other 25,000 carats of polished emeralds, a number of 
emerald crystals weighing 24,644 carats, and hundreds of 
pieces of exceptional jewelry of Aztec and Mayan origin 
with some of them pre-Colombian ceremonial objects of 
solid gold. 
    Localities: Colombia, Brazil, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mada-
gascar, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Russia, and North Carolina 
in the USA.   
 

Sources: Diamond & Precious Stones by Voillet; Dana's Minerals 
by Hurlburt; Rocks & Minerals by Jones; and Gemstones of the 
World by Schumann 

Birthstone (Continued from page 1) 

HUMOROUS HELPFUL HINTS....  Author Unknown 
 

    Don't try to cut and polish cabs while watching T.V...   
    Always walk uphill while collecting large specimens… 
    Tin Oxide will not work as well in your coffee as Cre-
mora®… 
    Most worthwhile gemstones can be dug only during a 
rain or snow storm… 
    All worthwhile gemstones are a good 500 miles away at 
the end of a dirt road at an elevation of at least 8,000 
feet... 
    If you can't identify a mineral, call it jasper, no one else 
will know either. 

 
Source: Canaveral Moonstone, 4/2010; via The Mountain Gem, 

1/2010. 
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DIXIE MINERAL COUNCIL MAY FIELD TRIP 

 
An official field trip hosted by the Columbia Gem 
and Mineral Society, Inc. and of the LG&MS 
 
WHEN: Saturday May 8, 2010 at 9:00 A.M. 
WHERE: Thermal City Gold Mine – Union Mills, North 
Carolina 
FEE AREA: $5.00 to pan all day.  The fee is $40.00 for a 
front-end load. 
WHAT: Panning for gold at a genuine placer mining site in 
Rutherford County, NC.  Thermal City Gold Mine consists 
of a one mile section of the Second Broad River and 
about 80 acres of Placer Gravel Deposits, having one of 
seven veins from the mountain supplying it.  Panning ma-
terial is brought from the river by backhoe for you to 
pan.  The gravel is not “enhanced or enriched.”  The gold 
found in the natural state; right where nature deposited 
it.  Gold is found as flakes and maybe small nuggets.  Am-
ple shade, parking, and instruction in panning are always 
available when needed. 
CHILDREN: Children under adult supervision are wel-
come. 
PETS: Pets are allowed on a leash. 
WHAT TO BRING: Shovels and pans are furnished or 
you can bring your own.  Other equipment is available for 

rent or purchase.  For additional information on 
the site, including details about a “front-end load” 
or overnight stay, contact the mine at 828-286-
3016 or visit the website at http://

www.thermalcitygoldmine.com/ 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS: Camping facilities with full 
hook-ups to primitive are available on a first come first 
serve basis.  Call 828-286-3016.  No drugs, alcohol or 
fire arms are allowed.  The grounds are almost level and a 
short distance from panning to camping to restrooms. 
DIRECTIONS FROM COLUMBIA, SC: Take I-26 west 
into North Carolina; take Exit 67 towards US-74 E/
Columbus/Tryon; merge onto US-74 E; take the NC-108 
exit, Exit 163 towards Columbus/Mill Spring; turn left 
onto NC-108; turn right onto NC-108/S Ridgecrest Ave. 
continue to NC-108; turn right onto US-74 BR/NC-108/N 
Washington Street; turn left onto US-221/N Main 
Street continue to follow US-221.  Look for signs.  If you 
go into McDowell County, you have gone too far.  The 
mine address is: 5240 US-221 N Hwy, Union Mills, NC 
28167.  Travel time from Columbia should be about 2.5 
hours.    
WHERE TO MEET: meet at the mine at 9:00 A.M. 
CONTACT: Allen Gibbs at allenisgibbs@pbtcomm.net or 
803-894-5680. 

Field trips are open to all members of associated clubs of the DMC program of the SFMS Field Trip Committee and to all 

members of SFMS member clubs who have provided their membership with SFMS liability insurance.  Because of insurance 

requirements, members of the GENERAL PUBLIC are NOT invited on this or any other DMC program field trip! 

Safety Note for Spring 
By Owen Martin, AFMS Safety Chair 

 
Take your Benadryl with you! 

 
    Well, it was a hard winter by most standards in the 
central and south and eastern U.S.  It even snowed three 
times at our house in Houston and froze hard enough to 
break pipes in several houses in our neighborhood.  Not 
that I’m complaining - after all we get PLENTY of sum-
mer for 6+ months every year.  With that being said the 
cold weather really backed up the spring bloom and as a 
result EVERYTHING started blooming last week! 
    So my Bradford pears, dog wood, peach and red buds 
are in full bloom.  Weeds are taking over the hibernating 
grass and have tons of little flowers, my pine is pollinat-
ing and so are some oaks and maples across the street.  
AND to top it all off Cedar keeps blowing in from Hill 
Country. 
    Now the weather was just perfect this weekend so I 
figured it was time to get out and at least do some yard 

work - about 8 hours worth.  This was after a land-
clearing project in Hill Country from the previous week-
end.  As a result of proximity and increased respiratory 
activity I did myself in.  All those allergens caught up 
with me and just about knocked me out.  It wasn’t ex-
actly an asthma attack, but my eyes were swollen, my 
nasal passages were swollen up so that I couldn’t breathe 
except out of my mouth, and I kept coughing up crud! 
    OK, so the moral of the story is that I should have 
taken Benadryl® prior to engaging in such activities.  Not 
to say that I wouldn’t have had some impact from all that 
pollen, but at least I could have mitigated the violent 
response my body had to it all.  Luckily, I was able to 
nurse my bloated head on the couch while watching con-
ference basketball tournaments. 
    However, if I was in the field and had such a problem, 
especially one that could have led to an asthma attack, 
then I would have been in trouble.  Keep that in mind as 
you head out on your first hunt of this spring! 
    Prepare, be safe and breathe easy!!! 

Owner
Rectangle




